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. whom *Chriſt cook up a lamentation ;, ſee and ſeriouſly confi 


1 departs from their Tents ? And to r0uch nothing bf thelws, - 
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* were written fortheir zdmonitdon; chere ife'too may whol#%ig 
are like Sodew, 2nd Gomgreb, \whom God over thiew+- And thorgh. 
this fore judgment was written, wi-h 'many-more/ that: befel the 
diſgbgdient, and rebellious,” that rhey who ſhould ct-me «ſterchemg, 
ſhoult not doas they dies - yet what ſmall regard do they: cake of 4 


the ſame? Well, though the Lord God be flow to wrath 2nd of 
great kindneſs,” and do ſuffer "Ong, and bear long; yet bis looge 
- ſuffering will come ro an end, and his great kindneſs will come to-a87 
end wich ſuch, if they do not turnto bim, and amend 4beir wayes” 
and their doings white bis Spirit ſtrives wich them, whenthat ceaſes. 
to ſtrive withthem, and the things that belongs to thei poore 8. 
ro be hid from their Eyes ; then they may with chey had never bees, 
born, when their miſery comes upon them ; this was the Nate of* 
the miſerable Jewes nfrer God had long ſtrove with them, 'over' 3 


Mat. 23.37. And do not deceive, your ſelves py perlundiey 208). 
ſclves it ſhall go well with you, though you follow your finful Luſts;-: 
and Plexſures, and the imagiaacions of your own fooliſh Hearts ; da: 
you think, you whoſe Meuthes are fuil of Cutfing, -and Swearing, © 
and Bitterneſs, and live in Drunkeneſs, and Whoredom, anc 
Envious, and Perſecutors of the Righteous and.Juſt,: that, Dat] 
and Able, whom the Earth ſwallowed up, and the Sedengres 3; 
whom God overthrew, were greater Sinners 3 Ltell you nay, .but A 


\ 


except you repear, you ſhall, as Chriſt aid likwife Periſh. $* ol 
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lefl' we be conſumed in. all their Sins ;, if there be, White 
they? or What be they ? That we way beware of them... 4A 


Anſo. There are ſueh now, whoſe Tents are to be depantes 
from, or dwellings : They are thoſe, who baveſold\themfclves to - 
do wickedly, whoſe life is in Sin, and do make ir a ſport to trap{greſs 
againſt rhe Lord, by breaking his holy.and Righteous. Laws-wbo- 
ſerve other gods then the Lord God, , who made rbe- World, and - 
all rhings thergio,/ contrary: to his toly 'Commandz- who follows. 
acer” Covergulngſs , contrary tg bis boly Command , wt =? | 
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oF {' 1{reel. grens though there are m_—w_ are called 
Eee ehs rg but whagre 
we | Chriſt Jeſus, who vers of we, for Law 
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tory who are biting, and devouring on anccier, whe live 
ide, "ond High-miadedieſs 3 Nor thoſe who are fighcing 'onc 
Rs wee and la ying one anecher, and Pexſecuting ene # 

#bout Kehgion, wa Church: Worſhipy theſe are ner the 
Qbriltizve; theſe are guiced by Cain - Spirit ho New his righ- 

rother Abel, becauſe tis Brothers Werks yards Wn 
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every Man be fully. his 01 © Mi ; 
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WES {3 FOO Sent 70 ou 
* Epiſcopal Man muſt do the fame, and ſothe reſt: And lay afide al 
> Forcing, and\ Compelling ,-and Perſecuting abour theſe things , 
” 8nd who are in the right Way, Jet them make ic _ —_ 
” Meekneſs, and Gentleneſs, and Patience, &c. And fo ler them by 
> their Connd Do&trine, and good Converfation, convince them thar 
E* are contrary minded if they cany ſolong as all theſe are peacenble, | 
> andde nothing that tends to the diſtukbance of the Common Wealth, 
nor to the injury of any Pefſon, but do onely WorſhiF God as 
they judge they ought : What ſhall Men take on them to judge in 
» ſach caſes, end to Puniſh in ſuch caſes, if. ſuch err in their 
--, Worſhip, ſeeing ir belongs to Ged to judge, and Puniſh for the 
- fame? Now-if Men take whis upon them, do not they do what they 
'” -Ought not; ſeeing the thing belongs to God, and not- toMan to 
» do thus? If any err herein, chey ought to be adnioniſhed , that 
© they may defift from their error, and cloſe which the Truth, by 
- "which they ſee their error. Chriſtſaid who is to be heard jn all 
things, Is thy Brother offend tell him between him and thee, if he 
hears thee thou haſt paind thy Brother; ſee Aſa?. 18. x5, 16, 17, 
if he do not hear, take ene or two more with thee ; if he de 
” not bear them, thentellthe Church; jf hedo not hear the Church, 
> then let himbe as the Hearben, or the Pablicas, he doth not ſay, 
- Perfecute bim, Burn him for- a Heretich , "but let him be-as the 
© "Heathen, or the Publicen. 
+. Foutther, Chriſt ſpeaking of falſe Prophets, ſaid, Believe them not+ 
” Burdid not bid bis Followers to Perſecure, and Deftroy them. And 
> "Further, confider Chriſt's Parable-concerniag the Tareg, which the 
- Enemy fowed while Men ſlept, =and what the Houſholder ſaid to bis 
© Servant thereupcn that informed him of tbe ſame, ſee Mat. 13. 243 
* £25 26;27, 28, 29, 30. | Which-plainly fheyws, that-ſuch ſhquld be 
þ-Aet to God, who err in point 'of Religion; 'und Church Worſhip, 
© eo be judged by him for the ſame, who is the judge of. all che Earth, 
. andwill do right. | 
©. So-let all have liberty to Worſhip God as they are perſwadedin 
> atheirown Minds they ought, and not be barred therefrom,” ſotong 
{as they be peaceable, and do nothing that tends tothe difturbagce 
+ of che Common Wealth, or injury of any-Perſqn, viz. 'Whilft theſe 
- things cannor” be juſtly charged upon thern-; ard this is => 45 
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pond Hopi Wort vi Lies _caanor_be well, ng 
ſtate. . Nowif any <rc herein pot willingy, bur. doit weaning 
judge they oughc, and are lincere berein towards God ,. 401 
leſs God will when he ſees it beſt tor ſuch, dilcover th « 
erfor to them, and lead them therefrom, and guidechem i in's 

right Way by his own Spiric , which doth nor, nor cannot erre z; X 
bere is no liberty defired for People to- live 19 drunkennefs, or..in 
Kealing from any, - or to offer violence to any Perſon , &e,. ; 
any do after this manner, let them be reſtrained , and-punuthed,® 
as God by his holy Laws bas appointed, which an{wers that-ot? 
God in all Peoples Conſciences: «a 


Here is ſhewed, ' how People may. know what 
+ ſpirit they are of ; whether they be the Gs 
dren of the Moſt High God, or the-Chile 
of the Devil, '&e. - "aaa 
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His muſt be by what is brought forth by them , for -by. aha 
| Fruit is the Tree to be known, whether it be g "OF '0* © 
therwiſe ; For a good Tree, ſaich Chriſt, Bringerh forth good Frair, 3 
Bur an evil Tree evil Fruit, &c. So by what brought forth"may- 
it be known, -or judged , of what ſpirit People are, or by whag . 
fpirit they are led, and guided. Now «be Children of God are led? 
by bis Spirit 3 alſo the Children, of the Devil, are led by" the 
ſpirit of the Deyil. The fruics"of the Spirit of the Lord are 
- - theſe, viz. Love, Joy, Peace, Geatleneſs, Goodoels,- 
Gal. 5.22, Faith, Mecaneſs, Temperance, &c. And the fruits of © 
23. Gal.5, the ſpirig.of the Devil, or the Works-of the Tv] 
t9,20,21, theſe, viz. ſwearing upon” any. occaſion® wha 
yhen People know by that ot Godin their Conſe 
ces they (kould nor ſwear at all; Drunkenneſs, Lying, Fornication 
6  Lov/ey 
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Rory, Malic® Perferarion, Fiend, Ijiffimulation, (Idotatry ) 63 
any ching elſe char a Man may ſet up in bis Nind, and love pw 
tbeo the Truth, wherbet it be Covetouſneſs, or whatſoever it 
be; for all theſe are Idolatry, and a!l theſe are evil fruics: $g 
Who are in theſe chings, they cannot be faid to pleaſe God, nor to 
be of God, who is the Auther of all good ; in this ſaid Foby, The 
© hildren of God are manifeſted, ang the Children of the Devil ; 
hoſoever is born. of +God doth not commit Sin, &c. And further, 
e faich, Whoſoever doth not Righteouſneſs is not of God, ſee 
£21 Fobn 3.-9, 10. &c, Chriſt, ſaid to the Jews, 'who were doing the 
Works of the Devil, (when they ſaid God was their Father) faid 
he, If God inas your Father you would love me ; becauſe 1 
Eproceedel and came forth from him ; but ſaid be, You are of your 
FFathec the Devil, and his Works you will do; who was a Lyer, 
"and a Vurderer fromthe beginning, and abode fiot in the Truth, 
| &c, Thefe were Betrayers, and Murderers of the Juſt, and holy 
One, andyet took on them to be the Children of God, calling 
Pbim their Father, but made it appear that the Devil was their 
Father, by doing the Works of the Devil, which was tamurder, 
and betray the Righteous ; 2nd chele (aid, that Abrabaw was their 
Fathers bur were far from bis Works : So like them, many thae 
are called. Chriftians, that bave the name, but are out .of the a= 
rare of true Chriſtians, they oppreſs the Righteous, and perſey 
zute the Righceous, who are the true followers of Chriſt , and 
"pertakers of his Nature, and betrayes, and murders thew, and 
yet-would be counted holy and true Chriſtians, when it is quice 
contrary ; for ſuch are alkogether-, and wholly againſt Chriſt , 
and ſo are followers of Antichriſt, who oppreſſeth ang gainſay- 
| eth Chriſt, and not the Followers of Chriſt Jeſus ; and thele would 
be accounted according to holy Church , and Members of holy 
Church 3 But whether they be, let that of God inal! conſciences 
\ judge. So away with theſz,who ſay they are Chriftians , and would 
' be accounted truely ſo, but are otherwiſe. : EEE. 
Buc the true followers of Chriſt Jeſus, have the Teſtimony in 
themſelves, that they pleaſe God, as Enoch hgd,, who walked with 
* God in his Generation. Now theſe falſe Chriſtians that have the 
name, but are out of the nature of true Chriſtians , they wane 
this Teſtimony » For that of God in their conſcignces _—_— 
nem 
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them for walking contrary to ity for if they did according} tot, 
they would forth fruit unto God, which whilſt they giſe 
the juſt, by controxy (to that of God in their conſciences, 
they are far from, but are heaping up unto themſelves Wrath, «gain 
the Day of Wrath, ſo though they take upon them to be true Uhr 
Riians, yer do they want tbe Teſtimony of Truth in their Conſciences, 
to aſfure them chat it is ſo, as the Apoſtle who was a true followe 
of Chriſt, and thoſe whe are ſuch haze, who ſaid, We knoww 
are of God, and the whole World lyes in Wickedneſs , and we 
know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an pas 
derſtanding, whereby we know him that is true 3, this is true Gog! 
and Ecernal Life, fee Fobn 5, 6, 206, Which the true Chriſti 
know, and are witneſles of Glory, and Praiſe , and Monour, 
given to the moſt high God who is boly, and lives for ever : v4 
by what is brouzhe forth may it be known what ſpiric Pgople a 
of, or by what ſpirit they are led and gud:d; and ſo whole Chits 
dren they are , whether they are the Children of God ,; of the 
Children of tne Devil ; the Children of God do like bim, who1 
righteous , boly and Juſt; and the Children of che Devil , are 
\ like their facher the Devil, who was a Lyar, and 8 Murdese 
from the beginning;-and abode not in the Truth, and fo U 
him dwell in darkneſs, and have their habitation there, and ac 
in the Light of the Lord 3 For how can ihey dwell in the 
whilſt chey are contrary to it, and will not come to it ro be guid 
ed thereby ? whoſoever thou art, that hall read cheſe Jines, be les 
rious in the conſideration thereof, that it may tend to thy good, 
and vet tocby barm. *, 
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Directions for ſuch as live in Error, how they 

my leave their Error; and know the Truth, 
Which leads out of Error, by which People 
* aremazde free from (in,which they run into and 
live in, by following the Spirit of Error. 


+QO *cis the ſpirit of error , this ſpifit of the Devil, which too 
many are guided by, who will not come to that which ſhews 
{them their error, that they may be led therefrom, unto God ; You 
-will not come to me faid Chriſt to the unbelieving Fews, that you 
> mighc have Life : Now *cis by following Chiiſt, chat error is ſeen, 
and the ſpirit of error {liunned, and avoided ; ſo who are in error, 
"and ſees your error, to that which lets you ſee your error, which 
tis the Light Chriſt Jeſus bath enlightened you withall, do 1in 
>the fear of God diret your minds, that by taking dilligent heed 
*unto ic, you may be led therefrom, unto God, who is holy, and 
Hives tor ever. So hereby yau will know Truth , the Spirit of 
"Truth, which makes free, to freeyon f:om your Sins, and Chriſt 
you will witneſs to be the, Saviour of your Souls, who ſaves from 
Sin, and gives power over Sin, and him who is the Anthor thereof, 
"viz the Devil, ſo you will beno longer in bondage to the Devil, 
-che Auther of Sin, nor a Slave to your own corruptions ; but may 
| to the praiſe of the moſt high God, declare to others what God 
hath dove for your Souls, to your great joy and ſatisfaQon, 
So who can receive the report Kitts given of the Truth, and 
in other Writings that are given forth therefrom, let them ; that 
we may not complain as 7/4iah did, who ſaid, Lord, Who bath 
” believed our report, &c. ſee Iſai.53.1. And conſider of the ſame, 
and what Chriſt ſpake by way of compariſon, of that Generation 
amongſt whom be was, before be ſoffered, ſee Mar. 11. 16, 17, 18, 
19,20. &c. The Lord givethe Reader an underſtagding herein, and 
u Heart to do according!y. | | 
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A few Words to Informers, who make it their 7 
Work to inform againſt their %eigibours, tor 
Meeting together peaceably in the Fear o--the 


Lord, to Worlhip him 2s he requires. 


on what you are doing; do you do the will of God hereia ? | 
or is it otherwiſe? viz. do you doit becauſe you hate chat 


which is good, and be atenmity againſt thoſe whoſe Works are 
better then yours are ? Conſider it it be your minds, and your -* 
purpoſes nos to amend, wherein you have need to amend your 
wayes, and your doings, that you may be what you ought, both 3 
in reſpe& to God, and all People, doing ro all People wherein you 
have to do with them, as you wouid be done by your ſelves: I 
ſay, If the cafe ſtands thus with you; whether your Sin will noe 
be the leſs, if you do nothing to the injury of them, who deſire 
tro Worſhip God according to his holy will, who is aSpirit, and 
muſt be Worſhipped in the Spirit, and in the Truth ; and be to- 
wards bim, and all People, wherein they ſhall be concerned with 
them, as they ought, and as God requires them to be. Certainly 
if you can refrain your ſelves from being injurious to ſuch, your. 
Sin will be the leſs, and you may expect to receive comfort from 
God in that reſpet, who is juſt ard holy, and will reward all 

according to their Works : You may do well to conlider the fears 
full end of ſome mentioned in the Scriptures, who made ir_their 
buſineſs to Inform againſt the Righteous, who fell into the Snares 
they had laid for the Righteous, as Hammon, who informed againſt 
Aordevas the Jew, and thoſe who informed againſt Daniel, and 
take warning thereby , ſee Efthrr 7. 10. &c. and Daniel 6. 24, 
Surely, Friends, if you (ball chink co increaſe your Riches there-. 
by, and to be the more proſperous becauſe thereof; certainly 


you will find it ocherwiſe, ſuch doing will not tend to your 00d, 
ue 


A 
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4 "4, they will bring «a Curſe upon you; and nor a Bleſiing 1 
_ God will fer himſelf againſt you,- for his People's ſakes, who 
+ **Yeno helper in the Earth, and plead their Cauſe with you to 
Your great overthrow , and deſtruction, excepe you- repeot- of 
+ Juch doings before it be te lare, and do no more after the ſame 

Manner again 3 But if you will not take warning, but are reſol» 
> ved to go onin theſe things, in oppoſition againſt God, ang bis 
- People 3 for ſo may*your doings be juſtly. ſaid co be , then will 

you find the. Lords Power ſtronger then yours, and bim | in 
\. might and ſtrength then you all, ro {obdus you , and lay you 
Jow , for riGng and lifting your felves up againſt bis Heritage ; 
+. and in the mean time, we ſhall with bis belp b:#r what we ma 
* ſuffer by you with patienee, and not reſiſt in a way of boſtlicy, 
” bur ſtand till ro ſee the Salvation-of God: So remember you 
- were thus far cautioned, and warned to have a care what you do 
touching things of chis nature. 

And beit known, that we do not Meet in pretence to Wor. 
ſkip God, with an intent ro Plot, and contrive InfurreRions, for 
* this we deteſt and abhor 3 but peaccably to exhore;z and ſtir 
” "pp one anothers pure minds unto that which is good, thae the 
"Lord may be glorified by us, and we built upon the Foundation 
that God hath laid in Sion , which is Ele& and Pretious , the 
" Rock of Apges,. and of Generations, the chief Cornersſtone, of 
* which Building. is Chriſt Jeſus, which none can know, and wit. 
neſs, bur by taking heed to that good thing in them, which gig 
-never conſent to Sin ; bur did ever teflifie againſt it, and reproye 
"and condemn for it, which calls unto ail co follow peice and 
-holideſs with all People, without which, whatever People do pro» 


feſs, they cannot ſee God. 


And therefore you that are evil Workers, te that ia you which 
lets you fee the evil of your Wayes, to that take heed, that 
thereby you may be led therefrom unto God, that your hearts 
may be purified, and made clean, and you waſhed from your 
Sins, and from your filchineſs -with Chrift's Blood, that you may 
- appear ſpoileſs before the Throne of God and the Lamb, that 

his Name may be in your forekeads, and you bleſſed with ſeeing 
and 


RE. >. -- SS... 9 
and |living in his preſence, where there is joy unſpeakable 4 
Potions: © == ns 


Thus bave 1 finiſhed this Work,which,who cas 7<ceive it let themz. 
and if they receive any profit thereby,. let chem give Glory to God : 
Now whether any ſhall hear, or forbear to hear ir, I am ſatisfied that 
1 have done my Duty herein. To God alone beall Honour and Glo- 
iven, evenas it is due from me, and all bis everywhere, -for 
evekmare, Amy. 


Worceſter C:ghfri/es, where 1 have lim; ſuffered Impriſoument for 
Rightrouſn , ſometimes with many of my dear Friends,and ſome» 
times alone ;, ang yet 1 am not alone, for the mighty God uu with me, to 
wphold me in my Sufferings ; who makes things eaſie, which othorniſe 
world be hard. 
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Polſtlcript. , 


Ould God that all chat & account 

themſelves the Miniſters of Chrilt, 
were really ſo; then would they not be like the 
falſe Prophets, mention'd in the Scriptures, - as 
many of them be ; who did preach for Hire, and 
divine for Money, and ſought for their Gain from 
| their Quarters,and prepar 'd War againlt them that 
"Put not info their Mouthes, Mzicsh 3.5. nor like 
= chem that Chriſt cry'd Wo againſt, Who loved to 
be call'd of men Maſters, and loy'd the chiefeſt 
> Places inthe Aflembiies, &c. ſec Mat.23 23. Neither 
14d Ha \. -v he like the falſe Teachers, mention'd 

y the Apot 5 "ht taught for filchy Lucre,and 


- through Covetouſnels mave Merch: ndize of peo- 
, ple, ſee 2 Pet 2.3,&c.ind be lerious in the conlide- 
-Tatiom -tiereoft, Burt I would hav : them like 


I ISISET iſters whom they take vp o3 them to be, 
24 oe" "pad þ 

-Vi3, The Mmiſters of Chril it Tel: S, V 'ho preach- 

hed freely , =$they hid freely receiv'd,and labour'd 

to 


| 25 | | 
to keep the Goſpel without charge; and us'd not 

cheir Power, but deny'd themlelves of what they 
might lawfully have done, that they might cut off 
occalion from them thatdelir'd it; and to be Fol- 
lowers of Chriſt Jeſus, taking him for their Ex- 
ample and Pattern in all things; walking in all 
Lowiineſs, and Meekneſs, and Gentlenels, and? 
Patience, as hedid : See how the Servant of the 
Lord is to be quall hed, 2 Tim.2.24.&c. So when 
they appear thus, we may believe they are the Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt, and have rhe Goſþelto preach; 
bur not before : I would they, might own the 
Grace of God to teach them, that they may be thus, 
And they that ſay they are ( briſtian Magiſtrates, 
I deſire they may make it appear, by forbearing 
to perſecute and imprifon him in his Members ;| 
What ? ſhall (6riſtians perſecute Chriſtians ? If 
they that are perſecuted are Blamelefs inthe ſighe: 
of God, for which they luffer, their Perſecutors 
cannot be ſo, in cauiing them to ſuffer : Let this 
be conſider'd, as it ought in the Fear of God, by 
ſuch. Ir is ſaid in the Revelations, The Devil ſhak 
cait ſome of you into Priſon, lee Revel. 2.10. So it 
doth concern ſuch to ce that they do not the De 
vil's work herein, leſt laiquiry be laid to their 
Charge for the lame; if it went ill with then 
D that 


_ 4d = - 4 | 
that did not viſe Chriſt in Priſon, canit go well 
(think ye) with chem that caſts himin ? who are 
puilty herein the Lord forgive them. So the Ma- 
iltrate, if he would nor bear the Sword in vain, 
muſt be a Terror tothe Evil-doer; and a Praiſe to 
them that do Well, for, for this end was he 
impower'd to Govern by the Lord, andnot todo 
contrary : So, in few words, the Magiſtrate 
is to rule and govern as he ſhould be rul'd and go- 
vern'd by the Lord God, that he may anſwer the 
end of the Lord therein, by doing that which is 
right in his ſighe ; otherwiſe, he provokes the 
Lord againſt himſelf, who is the Judge of all the 
Earth, and will do right in the Caule of the Poor, 
and in the Cauſe of the Oppreſſed, &c. whole Ear 
45 open to hear their Cry; and when the meaſure 
of cheir Sufferings is 1d up, then doth his own 
Arm bring Salvation : So it is by continuing in the 
Faith and Patience that Victory is obtain'd over 
the Beaſt, and over his Image, over his Mark,and 
dyer the number of his Name. So the Lord keep 
his Suffering People every where, in believing in 
him, and patiently to ſubmir unto his holy Will , 
that thereby we may prevail againſt the Enemy of 
our Souls, in our ſelves, and in others, in all his 
Beſetmenrs, Amen, 


The 
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The Sufferings of the People of God call'd. 
Q uakers in Worceſterſhire have been much, by Imr * 
priſonment, and otherwiſe ſometimes, ſome of ; 
them for ſome years paſt : And there are ſome in * 
Priſon now, who have ſuffer'd as Priſoners many. 

ears : And ſome have luffer'd, though not many, 
much loſs of their Goods, and by Impriſonment, 
ſince the late A&t came forth ; in all which we * 
can, and do ReJoyce, it being for the Teſtimon 
of our pure Conlciences, and not for any Evil we. * 
have done, an Account of whoſe Sufferings may 
be given more at large hereafter,if God ſhall make * 
way for the lame. | | 


Edward Bourn, 


